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A short introduction 

NANSEN is a Belgian non-profit organisation set up in 2017 by a group of experienced 

lawyers and academics in the field of Refugee, Human Rights and Migration Law.  Its aims 

at bringing together and make available multidisciplinary expertise in order to assist persons 

in need of international protection with quality legal aid.   

NANSEN is an independent centre of legal and practical expertise in international 

protection, with a combined focus on pro bono legal assistance, cross-disciplinary academic 

analysis and collaborations with legal practitioners in the field.   

NANSEN is based in Brussels.  The United Nations refugee agency, UNHCR, recognized 

NANSEN as its national partner by granting it a legal aid project funding.   

Throughout all its activities, NANSEN pays 

particular attention to the situation of people 

in vulnerable situations. 

Core activities 

On a daily basis, NANSEN 

- provides specialised legal advice to 

asylum seekers, stateless persons and 

persons in need of international 

protection and their lawyers to ensure 

that they have access to quality legal 

support and to ensure that their 

fundamental rights are respected;  

- carries out structural monitoring work 

on compliance with international 

protection standards in administrative 

detention centres; 

- supports the development of asylum 

knowledge through multidisciplinary 

collaborations with academic partners; 

- develops strategic litigation initiatives.  

 

Who is Fridtjof Nansen?  

 

Fridtjof Nansen (1861-1930) was a 

Norwegian scientist, polar explorer and 

diplomat. 

Besides and extensive scientific record, 

and his many other humanitarian tasks, 

he became the League of Nation’s first 

High Commissioner for Refugees.  He 

introduced the ‘Nansen Passport’, the 

first legal instrument for the 

international protection of (stateless) 

refugees.  He started implementing 

durable solutions for hundreds of 

thousands of refugees in the 1920s.   

He was awarded the Nobel Peace 

Prize in 1922.  UNHCR honours him 

with the annual Nansen Refugee Award 

for individuals or organisations who 

dedicate their lives to supporting people 

displaced from their homes by war and 

conflict.  

For more information on the 

organisation’s eponym:  

http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes

/peace/laureates/1922/nansen-

facts.html  

http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/peace/laureates/1922/nansen-facts.html
http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/peace/laureates/1922/nansen-facts.html
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NANSEN – the Belgian refugee council 

 
 

 

 

In particular, NANSEN directly supports legal practitioners with technical legal advice in 

individual asylum case and looks to expand expertise on asylum together with the academic 

world.  

Lawyers and other practitioners (field workers, visitors of detention centres, etc.) can 

request NANSEN to support or intervene in an individual asylum file. Following an in-

depth analysis of the complete asylum file, including an extensive interview with the person 

concerned (also when in a detention centre), NANSEN can submit legal advisory opinions 

to the asylum authorities.   

An innovative approach 

An innovative aspect is that NANSEN is sharing its findings from individual case work to 

serve academic interdisciplinary research and analysis. The same way, the academic 

findings and analysis will be fed through UNHCR and asylum authorities to have a positive 

impact on the quality of the asylum procedures.  

Aiming at bringing together academical expertise and practical experience in order to create 

an enriching exchange, the organisation is committed to maintaining an independent 

position while pursuing constructive collaborations with civil society and self-

organisations, intergovernmental organisations as well as government bodies.  

Given the high demand for quality legal aid for asylum seekers and the increased need of 

technical expertise and support for their lawyers, especially in detention, searching 

additional funding for this project is a high priority for the organisation.  

 

More information 

- Contact: Julie Lejeune, Director, jlejeune@nansenrefugee.be, 0491/251.086 

- Website : www.nansen-refugee.be  

- Address: CCN Building, Rue du progrès, 80, 1035 Brussels 

 


